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TABLE XII

The Growth in Membership of the Communist Party

Year                            Membership
July, 1942                              4,000

May, 1943                            15,000

January,  1944                      30,000

Summer, 1946                      53,000

Though the Communists recognise the great
Communists'  Atti-    ^vance   that   the   National.

tude    towards   Gan-    Congress    has   made   in   the

11 *

lsm                        fight   for    national   freedom

under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, they
consider his theory of non-violence as the main
cause of the failure of the movement to achieve free-
dom. "Non-violence" is characterised by them as "an
element alien to the mass struggle, an element of
petty-bourgeois moralising, speculations and re-
formist pacifism."1 Mr. P. C Joshi, the, secretary
of the Indian Communist Party described Gandh-
ism as "the outlook of negation, the policy of
passivity and the practice of subservience."2

The  Communists  consider  Gandhiji as the
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2 P. C. Joshi, The Indian Communist Party, p. 26.